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THE TEN GREATEST BOOKS OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY 


Who are the ten greatest authors and what are the ten best books 


of our quarter century? Nothing daunted by the controversial aspect 
of the theme, Asa Don Dickinson, Librarian of the University of 
Pennsylvania, has chosen them, with a long list of supporting authori- 
ties, including the A. L. A., Ernest Boyd, Percy H. Boynton, C. Lewis 
Hind, John Macy, and others. 

In his volume, “The Best Books of Our Time,” a compendium of 
the thousand best books of the twentieth century with annotations, Mr. 
Dickinson publishes the list of authors and books that rank highest. 


’ 


The Ten Best Books: 


An Old Wives’ Tale 
Ea Forsythe Saga 


im 
The House of Mirth 
Jean-Christophe 

Java Head 

The Narrative Poems of Masefield 
Spoon River Anthology 

Penrod 

Ethan Frome 


The Ten Greatest Authors: 


John Galsworthy 

H. G. Wells 

Arnold Bennett 

G. Bernard Shaw 
Edith Wharton 
Joseph Conrad 
Booth Tarkington 
Rudyard Kipling 

W. H. Hudson 
Joseph Hergesheimer 
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SHEBOYGAN PUBLIC LIBRARY SURVEY OF BORROWERS 


By Celia R. Hauck 


The 1928 publicity project of the She- 
boygan Public Library took the form 
of a graphic survey of borrowers. It 
proved to be a most effective means of 
showing which sections of the city 
were being reached through the library 
and of greater importance, which sec- 
tions were most thinly populated with 
library patrons. 

Large blue prints of the city were 
donated by the city engineer. Several 
weeks of preliminary work were neces- 
sary before actual work on the map 
could be started. First, large sheets 
of paper were ruled into columns 
(about 1 inch) which were headed by 
street and avenue names. The num- 
bered streets were listed in numerical 
order on one set of papers and the 
named streets and avenues were taken 
in alphabetical order from the city 
directory. Then, with one assistant 
reading the addresses from the regis- 
try of borrowers another wrote the 
number under its particular named col- 
umn. After all of the addresses of the 
registry had been recorded in this man- 
ner the numbers in each column were 
arranged in numerical order. Regard- 
less of how many cards were registered 
for a family the street address was thus 
used but once. 


The city directory was most essential 
for the next step. Each street, avenue, 
and court was plotted into blocks by 
means of the cross street intersections 
indicated in the directory, even and odd 
numbers determining the side of the 
street to which the address belonged. 
New columns were headed in the same 
manner as before and under each the 
intersecting streets with the number of 
east ,and west or north and south ad- 
dresses within their respective blocks. 
When the total number of addresses 
listed in the directory equalled the 
total number of addresses of library 
patrons within a given block the block 


was considered 100¢ and note was made 
of the fact. 

It was from this record that the in- 
formation was transferred to the blue 
print with a yellow lead pencil, a dot 
signifying one street number. When 
completed each pencil dot was covered 
with a bright yellow dot of show card 
ink. Where blocks were 100¢ complete 
a line covering the block space _illus- 
trated the fact. 

Six copies of the map were placed in 
business establishments throughout the 
city; one was retained to present at 
various business and professional clubs, 
scout organizations etc; one was posted 
at the main library. Slogans such as 
“A card in every home,” “Find your 
dot” proved effective. The daily addi- 
tions to the registry were taken care 
of in the way explained with careful 
consultation of the original statistics 
so that additional cards in a home did 
not affect the map but only new address- 
es were given a dot. The new dots 
were made in a bright pink color. 

Sheboygan has conceived of one writ- 
er’s idea of poetry and has reduced its 
borrowers to a series of dots and dashes 
with the rhythmical patterns evidenced 
in increasing interest and patronage. 


Further Details 


MATERIALS: 
Ink—Devoe Poster and Show Card 
Colors: Dark Yellow, Red Orange 
Map—Blue print 29” X 41” 
Mounting Board—Beaver Board ¥5 
inch 
Means of fastening—Thumb Tacks 


TIME REQUIRED: 
Five hours for each map after the 
statistics were compiled. 


STATISTICS: 
Number of Families in City 8416 
Number of Families in Library Sur- 
vey 4489 
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“TO BE OR NOT TO BE” 
By Katharine J. Middleton 


“A cataloger? Oh, my goodness, no! 
I’d rather be anything else!” How 
many times does a distracted principal 
hear that groan from the girl she is 
trying to fit into a position upon her 
graduation from library school. Li- 
braries clamor for catalogers, but grad- 
uates scorn the opportunities, demand- 
ing “something more peppy and inter- 
esting.” A student’s idea of a cata- 
loger is usually of some plodding soul 
who loves retirement and a typewriter, 
and who never yearns to uplift the pub- 
lic. Surely nobody with any ambition 
would bury herself in a catalog depart- 
ment behind the scenes. Why, such a 
person simply couldn’t have any inter- 
est in anything outside of the library 
and must be doomed to be an old fogey 
all her life. 


Maybe it does look like rather a 
gloomy prospect, from the outside. But 
what does that supposedly retiring per- 
son, the cataloger, think of her work? 
Does she, too, regard it as more or less 
a necessary evil, mechanical routine, 
devoid of interest? Not if she has the 
requisite qualifications for the posi- 
tion: imagination, a keen sense of hu- 
mor, a delight in accurate work, a real 
desire to make the library a power in 
the community through her ability to 
get information to the readers by way 
of the catalog. It goes without say- 
ing that she must have a love of books. 
This is perhaps more necessary for her 
than for some of the other members of 
the staff, for her work is more largely 
with books than with people. 

Imagination she needs to help her 
visualize the subjects for which people 
will look in the catalog; humor to keep 
her steady when things go wrong— 
cards are lost, the typewriter breaks 
down, or a perfectly glaring mistake 
rises up in the midst of her supposedly 
efficient collection of cards; accurate 
work will prevent discrepancies, and 
only an experienced cataloger knows 


how many there can be. A love of 
books gives her the mental stimulus 
that others receive from their closer 
contact with people, and gives her, too, 
a sense of comradeship with great, and 
not so great, minds, a wideness of vis- 
ion of the past and present, an occa- 
sional glimpse of the future. To make 
the library felt in the community, she 
must enable the readers to find what 
they want through the author, subject, 
and title entries of her catalog. A 
thirst for knowledge must not go un- 
quenched through lack of easily acces- 
sible information. 


If the library schedule is well 
planned, the cataloger takes her turn 
for an hour or two each day in serving 
the public, at the loan desk or in the 
reference room. This helps her to 
keep in touch with her patrons’ mental 
habits; thus she learns their ways of 
using the catalog, including some of 
the queer subjects they will look for. 
She comes to know the special interests 
of the library friends and is stimulated 
to greater efforts to help them. When 
she goes back behind the scenes, she 
runs over the shelves of new books and 
makes a note of those she thinks would 
be particularly appreciated by certain 
people. Dr. Smith she knows would en- 
joy that book on faith healing that 
came in yesterday, while his wife and 
her neighbors would certainly like to 
read the two new books on making rock 
gardens, as they are planning one on 
the hill—back of the church. Flapper 
Jane might be lured from her absorb- 
tion in novels by a cook book for two 
and the latest information on house 
decoration, as her engagement has just 
been announced. Later, the cataloger 
will call these special books to the at- 
tention of the librarian, who, we hcpe, 
is the socially minded sort who delights 
in getting the right books to the right 
people before they have to ask for them. 

The arrival of a package of books 
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sets the cataloger’s eyes to shining with 
that feeling of expectancy that un- 
opened Christmas gifts bring to those 
who never quite grow up to the point of 
ignoring Christmas. She may be al- 
lowed the fun of opening the bundle, 
checking up the contents and peeping 
into some of the books as she works. 
The books arranged upon the shelves, 
their history entered in the fat acces- 
sion bock in her best “library hand,’ or 
typed in the up-to-date loose-leaf form, 
she begins the interesting work of clas- 
sifying and deciding on the number of 
Library of Congress cards she will 
need. An account of the travels in far 
places makes her heart beat a bit 
faster, if she has a wandering foot, or 
a line or two of poetry spurs her on 
after a struggle with an important but 
rather difficult bit of economic theory. 
The biography of her secret hero, or 
heroine, promises a happy week-end; a 
much talked of novel starts her to 
planning an evening of reading aloud 
with one or two kindred spirits. That 
new play, which she simply couldn’t af- 
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ford to see last spring, is out at last in 
book form and will give her a joyful 
two hours at home that very night. 

In a small library there is undoubt- 
edly a certain amount of drudgery in 
the typing of cards, but a great deal 
of work can be saved by the use of 
printed cards. Filing is a necessary 
evil that cannot be avoided, but taken 
in small doses it is not so bad. All in- 
teresting work includes some uninter- 
esting routine and cataloging is no ex- 
ception, but here the cataloger’s imag- 
ination can help her to realize that fil- 
ing is really the thing that makes her 
catalog “go”, for without an orderly 
arrangement of cards all the prelimin- 
ary work would be useless. A keen 
satisfaction is her reward for the dis- 
appearance of several hundred cards in- 
to their appointed places. 

Wide-awake, interested in all angles 
of life, filled with the quiet joy of ser- 
vice, the cataloger has little envy of 
her sister of the loan desk or reference 
room. She finds that even in the cata- 
log room “Life has loveliness to sell.” 





MR. CITIZEN—HERE’S YOUR LIBRARY 


At Owen the circular reprinted here- 
with was prepared by the librarian and 
mimeographed through the courtesy of 
a local business man, member of the 
Board, without cost to the library. A 
copy was then sent to every household 
on the electric light company’s list, 325 
in all, and others were distributed from 
the library. This was in the fall of 
1928. 

Being in questionnaire form, a num- 
ber of copies were filled out with 
answers to the questions, and returned. 
Many new names were added to the reg- 
istration—active borrowers, and there 
were numerous requests for the list of 
children’s books referred to in the cir- 
eular. Since this publicity, the circu- 
lation has been consistently above 2000 
per month in a town with only about 
1300 population. Undoubtedly this ef- 


fort has brought the services of the li- 
brary definitely to the attention of many 
who had not previously used it. 


Dear Citizen and Reader: 

As a citizen you are responsible for 
the standards and ideals which your 
Public Library must exemplify. As a 
reader, you are interested in having 
your needs and the needs of your com- 
munity met by the shelves of your Pub- 
lic Library if possible. 


Your Library Board has a four fold 
purpose in sending this questionnaire. 


1. For your comment and criticism. 

2. We want you, and many more citi- 
zens, as patrons of your library. 

8. There should be a larger circulation 
of the better books. 

4. We wish to make a special effort to 
reach boys and girls, out of 
school, to help them with their 
reading. 
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To help us help you, and others, 
please tell us— 


Have you developed the reading habit? 
There is a world of enchantment, 
information and education to be 
found in books. 
What kind of books do you like to 
read? 

We have a desire to furnish the 
books you want and like. 

Where do you get the reading ma- 
terial for yourself or family? 

We believe we can meet your 
needs_ satisfactorily and economi- 
cally from our Free Library. 

Do you read magazines, or books, or 
both? 


We have a large number of 
magazines on our racks as well as 
the better books. 

If you are 16 or under, have you read 
at least a part of the forty books 
all children should have read? 
(Ask our librarian for the list). 
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What would you like to read that we 
may not have on our shelves? 
We will get it for you. 
Can you name ten of the most com- 
mon wild flowers of this country? 
They can be found in books. 
Would you have gone to witness Lind- 
bergh’s reception, had you been in 
New York or Washington? 
mi, have his biography. READ 


= an know that your OWN FREE 
LIBRARY can borrow books, 
which it doesn’t own, from the 
Wisconsin Free Library Commis- 
sion? 


Please help us; By visiting your li- 
brary in the High School building; By 
borrowing books and magazines that 
we hope you will like. 

We need your help to get more and 
more readers. 

Cordially and respectfully yours, 

OWEN PUBLIC LIBRARY. 





PLAYS FROM THE RURAL TOURNAMENTS 


Over one hundred communities, rep- 
resenting eighteen counties, took part 
in the rural tournaments this year. 
Winning plays in the preliminary con- 
tests were carried up through county 
finals, district finals, semi-finals, and, 
ultimately, a state final at Madison at 
the time of Farmers’ week in January. 

The following list represents the plays 
presented in the county finals, with a 
few others from the preliminary con- 
tests. It has been compiled, not as a 
selection of best plays, but as a list of 
plays that have been tried out, in most 
cases with some measure of success, 
since they were carried through the 
preliminary contests to the county fi- 
nals. 

By the rules of the tournament the 
winning play of one year is not eligible 
for the next year. Hence the winning 
play for 1927, Mrs. Carl Felton’s 
Goose Money, does not appear on this 
list. It will however be eligible for the 
next season’s contests and may be ob- 
tained from the Extension Service of the 
College of Agriculture. 


It should be noted that the plays 
listed here are from the adult contests. 
There were also junior contests in which 
some seventy groups took part. 


All alone in the country, by Henry Ste- 


vens. N. H. Extension Service, $.15. 
No royalty. 
Balanced diet, by E. L. Green. French, 


$.30. No royalty. 
Bit of gossip, by C. Mack. Denison, $.25. 
*Bread, by Fred Eastman. French, $.30. 
Royalty, $5. 


City rubes, by H. B. Stevens. Univ. of 
N. H., $.25. 

Conversion of pa, by W. Perry. Eldridge, 
$.25. 


**Cup of tea, by C. L. E. Truinet & J. Der- 
ley. Dramatic, $.25. No royalty; French, 
$.25. 

Daily bread, by M. K. Reely. Baker, $1. 
(in Three One Act plays) Royalty, $5. 
Dear departed, by Stanley Houghton. 

French, $.75. Royalty, $5. 

Early Ohios and Rhode Island Reds, by 
M. K. Reely. Perine Bk co., $.50. Roy- 
alty, $5. 

Flattering word, by George Kelly. French, 
$1.60 (in The Flattering word and other 


* Played in the semi finals. 


** Played in the state final. 
*** State winner. 
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one act plays) Royalty, $10; also pub. 
by Little. Royalty, permission. 


Florist shop, by W. Hawkridge. Baker, 
$.50. Royalty, $10. 

Forty miles an hour, by C. D. Gilpatric. 
Baker, $.35. No royalty. 

Freezing a mother-in-law, by T. E. Pem- 
berton. Baker, $.25. No royalty; 
French, $.25. No royalty. 

Friday for luck, by G. F. Mountford. Den- 
ison, $.25. No royalty. 

Getting rid of father, by A. E. Whitman. 
Denison, $.25. No royalty. 
Her forgetful husband, by C. 
Denison, $.15. No royalty. 
Hiram and the peddlars, by W. N. Bugbee. 

Bugbee, $.25. 

House can’t build the barn, by M. K. 
Reely. Baker, $.35. No royalty. 

In Dixon’s kitchen, by Wilber Stout. 


N. Holmes. 


Car- 


olina Playmakers, Chapel Hill, N. C., 
$.25. Royalty, $5. 
Joint owners in Spain, by A. Brown. 


Baker, $.35. Royalty, $5. 
Just bluff, by C. R. Averell. 
pub. corp., $.35. 
Just like a woman, by C. L. Munger. 
ison, $.25. No royalty. 

Lean years, by M. K. Reely. Baker, $1. 
(in Three one act plays) Royalty, $5. 
Little home of their own, by B. M. Ritchey. 
B. J. Brimmer, Boston, (in His Blue Serge 
Suit Collection) Royalty, permission. 
Marrying off father, by Z. Hartman. 

No royalty. 
Mary means what she says, by J. W. Rog- 


Fitzgerald 


Den- 


Den- 


ison, $.25. 


ers, Jr. French, $.50. Royalty, $5. 
Mayor and the manicure, by George Ade. 
French, $.50. Moyalty, $5. 
Mere man, by Herbert Swe:rs. French, 


$.25. No royalty except in Dominion of 
Canada. 


{March, 1929 


**Merry, merry cuckoo, by J. A. Marks. 
Appleton, $2. (in The merry, merry cuckoo 
and other Welsh plays, and in Three 
Welsh plays) Little. Royalty, permission. 

***Mother’s old home, by O. F. Cornelius. 
Denison, $.25. No royalty. 

Mrs. Busby’s pink tea, by M. M. Parker. 
Dramatic, $.25. No royalty. 

Mrs. Stubbin’s book agent, by H. C. 
Stearns. Denison, $.25. No royalty. 
*Neighbors, by Zona Gale. French, $.50. 

Royalty quoted on application. 

One hundred dollars, by I. L. Ehrlich. 
French, $.30. Royalty, $5. 

Rather rough on Robert, by J. W. Lincoln 
& James Montgomery. Penn, $.25. No 
royalty. 


*Rich man—poor man, by B. Y. Burrill. 
French, $.50. Royalty, $5. 
Royal spark, by Hilliard Booth. French, 


$.30. No royalty. 

Squaring it with the boss, by J. C. McMul- 
len. Baker, $.25. No royalty. 

Station YYYY, by Booth Tarkington. 
French, $.50. No royalty; permission of 
Ladies Home Journal. 

Taking father’s place, by W. C. Parker. 
Denison, $.25. No royalty. 

**That raseal Pat, by J. H. Grover. Dra- 
matic, $.15. No royalty; French, $.25. 
No royalty. 

Tompkin’s hired man, by E. W. Merriman. 
Dramatic, $.35. Royalty, $5. 
Wedding .presents, by J. W. 

French, $.50. Royalty, $5. 

Who's crazy now?, by H. R. Denton. 

No royalty. 

Women folks, by J. W. Rogers 
$.50. Royalty, $5. 


Rogers. 


Den- 
ison, $.25. 
French, 


* Played in the semi finals. 
** Played in the state final. 
*** State winner. 








| Madison, Wisconsin 
| July 1-13, 1929 


| Fourth Summer Library Conference 
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DUTIES OF THE SCHOOL LIBRARY STAFF 


This chart has been developed on the basis of a duty analysis made under the 
direction of Dr. W. W. Charters, and as a part of the American Library Association 


Curriculum Study. 
Miss Lucile Fargo. 


It is included in the new A. L. A. text on The School Library, 


Librarian and Professional Assistants 


Administrative 


Directing library policy 
Scheduling and _ supervis- 
ing staff 
Programming pupil at- 
tendance 
Planning library room 
Planning and arranging 
equipment 
Business Administration: 
Budget-making 
Working with central 
office 
Report making 
Cooperating with: 
Public Library 
Teachers 
Pupil organizations 
Making Contacts With: 
Parents and_ teachers 
and their organiza- 
tions 
Professional organizations 
Publicity work 
Attending library conven- 


Professional Work 


Technical 


Accessioning 

Classifying 

Cataloging 

Shelf-listing 

Indexing 

Filing in catalog 

Binding 

Routines 

Selecting and acquiring 
books, pamphlets, etc. 

Organizing picture and 
pamphlet collections 

Organizing lending sys- 
tem 

Keeping up on _ profes- 
sional 


Educational 


Reference work 

Bibliography making 

Reading guidance 

Library instruction 

Project-making 

Assisting teachers in pro- 
ject-making curricu- 
lum enrichment, pro- 
fessional improve- 
ment 

Assisting parents 
teachers 
guidance, 
justments 

Preparing exhibits 

Studying curriculum 

Cooperating in school 
policies by directing 
clubs, attend faculty 
meetings, teachers’ 
conventions 

Reading educational lit- 
erature 

Visiting classes 


and 
in reading 
pupil ad- 


tions Maintaining discipline 
Pupil Assistants 
Clerical Assistants 
Mechanical Assistants 
Clerical Work Mechanical Work 
Typing Shelving and shelf-reading 
Correspondence ’ Lettering books and pamphlets 
Bibliographies and lists Pictures 
Orders—books and supplies Posters 
Request letters Signs 


Overdue notices 
Fine notices 
Lending books 
Filing 
Circulation 
Clippings, pictures, periodicals 
Checking orders 
Taking inventory 
Keeping statistical records 
Checking attendance 


Pasting and stamping books 

Mending books 

Caring for periodicals 

Mounting pictures 

Collating 

Cleaning books 

Library housekeeping (i. e. picking up, 
arranging chairs, etc.) 
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FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 


Anniversary List of 1898-1928 


A selection of important children’s 
books published in America during the 
last thirty years, which may be pur- 
chased for one hundred dollars. 


Auslander, Joseph, and Hill, F. E. Winged 
horse. 1927. Doubleday, $3.50. 

Bennett, John. Barnaby Lee. 1900. Cen- 
tury, $2.00 


Bianco, M. W. Little wooden doll. 1925. 
Macmillan, $1.00. 


Clark, Margery, pseud. Poppy seed cakes. 


1925. Doubleday, $2.00. 

Colum, Padraic. Adventures of Odysseus, 
and the tale of Troy. 1918. Macmillan, 
$2.00. 

Dix, Beulah. Merrylips. 1906. Macmillan, 
$2.00. 

Falls, C. B. A. B. C. book. 1923. Double- 
day, $2.00. 

French, Allen. Story of Rolf and the vik- 
ing’s bow. 1904. Little, $2.00. 

Grant, Gordon. Story of the ship. 1919. 
McLoughlin, $1.00. 

Haskell, H. E. Katrinka. 1915. Dutton, 
$2.00. 

Hawes, C. B. Dark frigate. 1923. Atlan- 
tic Monthly, $2.00. 

Hant, C. W. About Harriet. 1916. 
Houghton, $2.00. 

Jewett, Sophie. God's troubadour. 1910. 
Crowell, $2.00. 

Kipling, Rudyard. Just so stories. 1902. 
Doubleday, $2.50. 

Lofting, Hugh. Story of Dr. Dolittle. 
1920. Stokes, $2.00. Popular ed. $1.50. 


Costumes and scenery for 
Holt, $1.75. 
Master Simon’s garden. 


Mackay, C. D. 
amateurs. 1915. 
Meigs, Cornelia. 


1916. Macmillan, $2.00 

Miller, E. C. Children of the mountain 
eagle. 1927. Doubleday, $2.00. 

Milme, A. A. Winnie-the-pooh. 1926. Dut- 
ton, $2.00. 

Moon, G. P. Chi-Wee. 1925. Doubleday, 
$2.00. 

Morley, M. W. Donkey John of the toy 
valley. 1909. McClurg, $1.50. 

Moses, M. J. ed. Treasury of plays for 
children. 1921. Little, $3.00. 

Mukerji, D. G. Gay-neck. 1927. Dutton, 
$2.25. School ed. $1.25. 

Nicholson, William. Clever Bill. 1327. 


Doubleday, $1.00. 


Nicolay, Helen. Boy’s life of Abraham 
Lincoln. 1906. Century, $1.75. 

Oleott, F. J. Good stories for great holi- 
days. 1914. Houghton, $3.00. 
Peary, Mrs. Josephine (Diebitsch.) 

baby. 1901. Stokes, $2.50. 
Perkins, Mrs. Lucy (Fitch.) Dutch twins. 

1911. Houghton, $1.75. School ed. $.88. 
Pyle, Howard. Story of King Arthur and 

his knights. 1903. Scribner, $3.50. 
Seaman, A. H. Jacqueline of the carrier 


Snow- 


pigeons. 1910. Macmillan, $1.50. 

Seton, E. T. Wild animals I have known. 
1898. Scribner, $2.50. 

Sherman, H. A. and Kent, C. F. eds. Chil- 
dren’s Bible. 1922. Scribner, $3.50. 

Smith, E. B. Chicken world. 1910. Put- 


nam, $2.50. 

Smith, E. S. and Hazeltine, A. I. comps. 
Christmas in legend and story. 1915. 
Lothrop, $2.00. 

Stevenson, B. E. comp. Home book of 
verse for young folks. 1915. Holt, $3.00. 

Tappan, E. M. American hero stories. 
1906. Houghton, $2.50. School ed. $.92. 

Tappan, E. M. When knights were bold. 


1911. Houghton, $3.00. 

Teasdale, Sarah, comp. Rainbow gold. 
1922. Macmillan, $2.00. 

Thorne-Thomsen, Mrs. Gudrun. East 0’ 
the sun and west o’ the moon. 1912. 
Row, $.64. 

Untermeyer, Louis, ed. This singing 
world. 1923. Harcourt, $3.00. 

Van Loon, H. W. Story of mankind. 1921. 
Boni, $2.50. Newbery Medal edition. 

Wiggin, Mrs. K. D. Rebecca of Sunny- 


brook Farm. 1903. Houghton, $2.00. 
Wiggin, Mrs. K. D. and Smith, N. A., eds. 

Golden numbers. 1902. Doubleday, $2.00. 
Wiggin, Mrs. K. D. and Smith. N. A., eds. 


Tales of laughter. 1908. Doubleday, 
$1.75. 
Wilmot-—-Buxton, E. M. Jeanne d’Arc. 


1914. Stokes, $1.50. 
Young, Ella. Wondersmith and his son. 
1927. Longmans, $2.00. 


The above list compiled by the Book 
evaluation committee, Children’s libra- 
rians’ section of the American Library 
Association, is obtainable from the A. 
L. A. at a nominal cost and makes an 
attractive list to hand out on special 
occasions, 
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NOTES FOR LIBRARIANS 
Edited by Agnes King 


Book Suggestions for Girl Scouts’ 
International Month 


Headquarters, 670 Lexington Ave., 
New York. Books for young girls, 
that promote international friendship 
and knowledge of other countries. 


Religious Books for Lenten reading. 
Book sermons, literary vesper services 
in churches. Program Topics: Books 
of Bible stories and Bible history for 
children. The outstanding books on 
fundamentalism and modernism jn re- 
ligion. A reference bookshelf for the 
church worker. Reading for inspira- 
tion and comfort. Books on the his- 
tory of Christianity. Modern trans- 
lations of the Bible. The religion of 
great Americans as revealed in books. 

Health Books. Program Topics: A 
health bookshelf for every household. 
Books on child care and training. 
Books on community health problems. 
Books on cooking and diet. 

Easter Sunday, March 31. Books, the 
perfect Easter gift. 


The Hewins Scholarship 


The Caroline M. Hewins Scholarship 
for Children’s Librarians was estab- 
lished in 1926 as a tribute to one of the 
great pioneers in American librarian- 
ship in special recognition of her crea- 
tive work for children throughout the 


country. 
Originating as a personal gift con- 
ceived by Connecticut librarians and 


friends on the occasion of her fiftieth 
anniversary as Librarian of the Hart- 
ford Public Library this tribute, of- 
fered during Miss Hewin’s lifetime, as- 
sumed, by her own choice, a form which 
called forth generous’ contributions 
from professional associates and friends 
in other states. A national character is 
thus assured to the Scholarship in keep- 
ing with the memory of the woman it 
honors, and unique in library annals. 


The fund, which is still growing, 
yields at the present time about $350 
annually. It is administered by the 
Trustees of the Hartford Public Library 
and contributions to it should be made 
payable to The Caroline M. Hewins 
Scholarship Fund. 


Among the New Books 


Men have accustomed themselves to 
walking in crowded streets continually 
in danger from motor cars as swift as 
missiles, and more deadly. So must 
readers of taste accustom themselves to 
moving with security among the rush of 
books, unconcerned by the mass of traf- 
fic, their intent fixed upon their partic- 
ular goals. For there still are master- 
pieces as safe in a crowd as in a desert. 
—Carl Van Doren. 


Sewing With Flour Bags 


Published by the Household Science 
Institute. 7 South Dearborn St., Chi- 
cago. Distributed to libraries without 
charge. A complete manual of thrift 
sewing. 32 pp. 75 illustrations. De- 
scribes over fifty practical, tested ar- 
ticles for personal wear and household 
use. Includes sewing and embroidery 
instructions. Endorsed by home econ- 
omics instructors and home demonstra- 
tion leaders. 


A Bibliography of Books on Africa 


Compiled by Mary Hastings Bradley 
(From Publishers’ Weekly, March 2, 


1929) 
Adventures in the great forests. Paul Du 
Chaillu. Harper. o.p. 


African game trails. Theodore Roosevelt. 
Scribner’s. ’24. $6. 

African saga. Blaise Cendrars, translated 
by Margery Bianco. Payson & Clarke, 


Ltd. '27. $5. 


Albert Nyanza. Sir Samuel Baker. Mac- 
millan. ’10. $1.40. 
Among pygmies and gorillas. Prince Wil- 


liam of Sweden. Dutton. ‘21. $6. 
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Hig game and pygmies. Cuthbert Christy. 


Macmillan. ‘24. $7.50. 

In brightest Africa. Carl Akeley. Double- 
day, Doran. °23. $2.50. 

The bugle sounds. Major Zinovi Pechkoff. 
Appleton. ’26. $2.50. 


History of the colonization of Africa. Sir 
Harry Johnston. Macmillan. $4.75. 


In darkest Africa. Henry M. Stanley. 
Scribner’s. o.p. 

From Ruwenzori to the Congo. A. F. R. 
Wollaston. Dutton. o.p. 

A game ranger’s notebook. <A. Blayney 


Percival. Doubleday, Doran. ’24. $6. 
George Grenfell and the Congo. Sir Harry 
Johnston. Hutchinson and Co., London. 


o.p. 
In the heart of Africa. 
Duke of Mecklenburg. 
London. o.p. 
Lake regions of Central Africa, 


Adolph Friedrick, 
Cassell and Co., 


Sir Rich- 


ard Burton. o.p. 
Missionary travels. David Livingstone. 
Blackie, London. o.p. 
Rise of South Afriea. Sir George Edward 
Cory. Longmans. ‘'10—26. 4 v. $9. ea. 
Safari. Martin Johnson. Putnam. ’28. $5. 
Savage Abyssinia. James Baum. Sears. 
"27. $5. 


Secret of the Sahuzra. Rosita Forbes. 
Doubleday, Doran. ‘21. $3. 
Discovery of the source of the Nile. 


Hanning Speke. Dutton. $.80. 


John 
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The Tanganyika territory. F. S. Joelson. 


Appleton. ’21. $5. 


Trader Horn. Horn and Lewis. Simon 
and Schuster. V. I. ’27. $4. 
Two kings of Uganda. Robert P. Ashe. 


Low, Marston and Co., London. 

In witch-bound Africa. Frank H. Melland. 
Lippincott. °’23. $7.50. 

A woman tenderfoot in Egypt. Grace 
Seton Thompson. Dodd, Mead. o.p. 

The wonderland of the Eastern Congo. 
T. Alexander Barns. Putnam. o.p. 


Mrs. Blair Niles wrote to the Publish- 
ers’ Weekly (March 2, 1929), “I felt 
that there were two important omissions 
in that list: 

“Hans Coudenhove’s ‘My African 
Neighbors’ published three years ago by 
Houghton Mifflin. This book was the re- 
sult of many years in Africa. 

“The second omission is ‘J. T.—The 
Biography of An African Monkey’ by 
Delia Akeley, published in June of 1928 
by Macmillan. 

“Both these books are unique, authen- 
tic and important and should take prece- 
dence over some of the books included in 
Mrs. Bradley’s list of thirty.” 





COUNTY LIBRARY NOTES 


Brown. The Howard branch reports a 
circulation of 300 books among the 55 
patrons of the community. New books 
received from the headquarters, The Kel- 
logg Public Library at Green Bay, have 
increased the total collection at Howard 
to 325 volumes. 


Fend du Lac. On February 11, a suc- 
cessful meeting of the custodians of 
county stations was held in the Fond du 
Lac public library. Each custodian told 
of his or her branch, the character of 
patrons, and the things most needed to 
add to the success of her branch. In 
some branches men were reported to be 
the largest patrons; in others, women. 
Children made up the largest number of 
borrowers in several branches. Miss 
Janes emphasized the value of reports 
and explained the proper way of making 


them. An open forum was conducted by 
Miss Harriet C. Long of the Wisconsin 
Free Library Commission. Special ex- 
hibits of books were on display in vari- 
ous parts of the library. In addition to 
the custodians, there were present repre- 
sentatives of both city and county li- 
brary board, the President of the Rural 
Normal, the County Superintendent of 
Schools, the County nurse, and the Pres- 
ident of the County Federation of Wo- 
men’s Clubs. Mrs. Anderson of the Win- 
nebago County Library was also present, 
as were Miss Blanche Thompson, Libra- 
rian of Ripon Public Library, and Mrs. 
H. C. Colburn, librarian of the North 
Fond du Lac Public Library. 

The third number of The Fond du Lac 
County Library Pickup has been issued. 
In addition to messages from the coun- 
try club women, the county superintend- 
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ent and the librarian, there are reviews 
of new books. 


La Crosse. The La Crosse County Li- 
brary now owns more than 4,000 books, 
according to the latest report of Mrs. 
Emma B. Smith, Librarian. Last year 
every school in the county, with the ex- 
ception of one, took out books for regular 
class and home work, and the teacher of 
that one school borrowed reading circle 
books for her own use. 

Arrangements have just been made to 
supply reference books to the rural de- 
partment of the State Teachers College. 
Mr. Beath, Director of the Rural depart- 
ment says: “Probably there is no edu- 
cational force at work in rural communi- 
ties, outside of the one room school, that 
is exerting a greater influence, than that 
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of the rapidly expanding reading pro- 
gram of the county library. 

“The range of books made available to 
the Teachers College Rural department 
covers all of the required teachers’ circle 
reading as well as recent publications on 
subjects such as parent-teachers associa- 
tions, school management, plays and 
games in the field of rural education, and 
other texts of class procedures and 
teaching technique.” 

It is the hope of Mr. Beath that each 
and every member of this year’s rural 
class visits and becomes thoroughly 
familiar with the organization and ad- 
ministration of a reading program which 
aims to reach every farm boy and girl, 
as well as every parent and teacher in 
the rural districts of the county. 





"ROUND THE CIRCLE 


Send all news items to Elizabeth E. Wilson, editor, Round the Circle, 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission. 


“The cold stormy days have sent people to the library for reading until at times 
I sighed for an extra pair of hands,” wrote one librarian during January, and echoes 
of similar nature come from many other libraries. As a result statistics for the 
month went soaring. Among libraries reporting record breaking figures are, 
Mauston; Richland Center, which reports the largest circulation for any single 
month; New London, the busiest day in the history of the library; Park Falls; Rice 
Lake, with Saturday, Feb. 2, setting the high mark; and Plymouth, where an average 
of 102 books each day was the record for the month. 

“Glimpses of Attractive Books,” with signed reviews by members of the Public 
Library staff, is now a regular feature of the Oshkosh Northwestern. This is the 
latest addition to regular book reviewing departments conducted by libraries. Oth- 
ers which we watch with interest are “The Bookman’s Corner,” in the Green Bay 
Gazette; “In the Library,” in the Marshfield Herald; “The Bookman,” in the Racine 
Call; “Book Notes and Library News,” in the Waupun Leader; “Library Notes,” in 
the Galesville Republican; and “Books: News of our Library,” in the Kiel Record. 

We sometimes wonder, however, whether we are seeing all the notes which ought 
to reach us regarding Wisconsin libraries. For such notes, we must depend upon 
direct communication from the library concerned, in addition to what is supplied by 
a regular newspaper clipping agency. Please send to the editor clippings concern- 
ing your library so that all such items may be recorded and made of use to other 
libraries. 


Appleton. Students at the Labor Col- 
lege are continuing their study of the 
use of the library, in a practical course 
which affords training in the use of ency- 
elopedias, reference books, magazines, 


magazine indexes, and the Readers’ 
Guide to Periodical Literature. The 
class also receives instruction in compil- 
ing bibliographies, and in locating de- 
bate material—knowledge which they 
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will put to use in a coming debate. Her- 
bert H. Helble, high school principal, is 
in charge of the course. 


Ashland. This has been an active win- 
ter for the library and for Miss Fennelly. 
With the Monday Club, a lecture recital 
by Carl Sandburg was successfully pro- 
moted in October. His books are in con- 
stant circulation and the educational im- 
petus from this visit is continuously ap- 
parent. 

Later came a series of lectures on 
Drama by Maurice Guesen, director of 
the Little Theatre at Duluth. A French 
class has been meeting weekly in the li- 
brarian’s office with the instructor in 
French at Northland College in charge. 

In the children’s room, the floor has a 
new covering of “battle ship” and new 
round tables of a standard library man- 
ufacture have replaced the older equip- 
ment. The library committee of the 
Monday Club has added four pictures in 
the Holy Grail series which was started 
last year. 

Current news and book notes appear 
weekly in the “Tuesday Book Nook” in 
the Ashland Daily Press, the space being 
donated by this good friend of the li- 
brary. 


Baraboo. Dr. G. T. Thuerer has been 
appointed a member of the library board, 
to succeed H. M. Acott, deceased. 

Two new magazines, The Drama, and 
House and Garden, have been added to 
the magazine list. 


Barron. The library now has the en- 
tire collection of famous pictures re- 
quired in the course of study prepared 
by the state superintendent of schools. 
Each picture is accompanied by a brief 
biography of the author, and a descrip- 
tion of the work. The collection will be 
of great aid to the public school teach- 
ers, since each of the 72 pictures is 
mounted, indexed, and catalogued, ready 
for circulation. 

Miss Elsie Kent has been engaged as 
assistant librarian for three afternoons 
each week as well as during the supper 
hour, as heretofore. 

Book circulation has increased from 
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30,577 in 1927 to 31,350 in 1928. Of this 
number, 8,555 were non-fiction. The li- 
brary has 5,408 bound volumes, of which 
318 were purchased during the year. 
There are 1,576 borrowers, the rural cir- 
culation being 304. $102.50 was collected 
in fines, and $11.25 from the rent collec- 
tion. 


Cedarburg. The Cedarburg Public Li- 
brary is now housed in the new centrally 
located community building. Furniture 
and shelving were turned out according 
to library specifications by the Cedar- 
burg mills. This makes an attractive 
home for the library which has hereto- 
fore been shelved in rented rooms. 


Chippewa Falls. The library was 
closed from 12 o’clock noon, February 11, 
until 5 p. m., during the funeral services 
of the late Henry B. Coleman, who was 
at the time of his death, and for twenty 
years past, a conscientious and interested 
member of its board of directors. 


Clintonville. The Review of Reviews 
and the Golden Book have been lately 
added to the magazine list. 


Eau Claire. With the aid of the Girl 
Scouts, library books are to be loaned to 
shut-ins. The books are carried to the 
confined persons by the Girl Scouts who 
also call for them when they are read. 

A “Book Homecoming” period, lasting 
from February 12 to February 22, was 
held by Miss Laura Olsen, librarian, in 
an effort to recover books which have 
been lost in one fashion or another dur- 
ing the past months or years. Boxes and 
barrels were placed at conspicuous points 
to receive the missing volumes, no ques- 
tions asked, and no fines collected pre- 
vious to 1929. 


Fond du Lac. Approximately $250 is 
spent annually for magazines at the 
main library and its several branches. 
Recent changes included a subscription 
for Every Girl, a Girl Scout magazine, 
at the main library, and the substitution 
of the Review of Reviews and the Fore- 
cast, for the Journal of Political Econ- 
omy at the Senior High School. Library 
patrons were asked to suggest magazines 
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not already on the library list, and if 
there was a city-wide interest in them, 
the library board announced itself will- 
ing to subscribe for them. 

An exhibit of books on child training, 
including two complete courses, besides 
numerous separate volumes, was held at 
the Public Library. One course is pre- 
pared by the United States department 
of the interior, and the other by the 
American Library Association, the lat- 
ter laying special stress on mental de- 
velopment during the pre-school age. 

Boy Scouts from Fond du Lac will co- 
operate in providing invalids and shut- 
ins with books during the coming 
months. The librarian is making up a 
list of people in the city for whom the 
service would be useful, and is anxious 
to learn of new cases. 


Galesville. Miss Kneeland, librarian, 
spoke at a recent meeting of the Parent- 
Teacher association, discussing the ef- 
fects of reading upon the minds of chil- 
dren and young people, urging that par- 
ents give particular attention to the 
reading matter in the hands of their 
children. She suggested a number of 
books helpful to parents who wish to 
guide their children, and assured the co- 
operation of the library. 

A motion was passed by the Legion 
Auxiliary to purchase a curb flag for the 
library. 


Green Bay. Because of a growing in- 
terest in the drama, the Kellogg Public 
Library devoted a special table to inter- 
national modern drama, with plays of 
representative dramatists of the differ- 
ent countries on display. Two other dis- 
plays were arranged: one, in connection 
with the city-wide observance of Boy 
Scout Anniversary Week, was an exhibit 
of books recommended for Boy Scouts by 
Franklin K. Mathiews, chief Scout libra- 
rian; the other was a special table bear- 
ing the most popular of the books for 
Lenten reading. 


Hartford. The library has received 
from the Traveling Library department, 
a box of German books ready for imme- 
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diate circulation among German readers 
of the community. 


Hudson. Miss Lucille Menkey, libra- 
rian, reports that 31,050 books circulated 
in 1928, of which 18,130 were loaned to 
adults, and 12,914 to children. Of the 
books loaned, 20,668 were fiction. In 
1928, 455 books were added, making a 
total of 8,533 books now in the library. 
There are 46 current magazines, and 
four newspapers. 14,822 people spent 
time reading, or looking up reference 
material in the library, and there is a 
total of 1,781 active borrowers. 


Kaukauna. After a leave of absence 
of three and a half years, Miss M. Kelly 
has resumed her duties as assistant li- 
brarian, a position which she has held 
for the past twenty years. She returns 
from a visit to her father at Belfast, Ire- 
land. Miss Helen Metter has been act- 
ing as assistant librarian. 

The library appropriation for 1929 has 
been raised $1,000 above that of 1928. 


Kenosha. Stories appropriate to Lin- 
coln’s birthday, and to St. Valentine’s 
day were told at Main library to children 
of the fourth, fifth, and sixth grades. 
The story of “Siegfried” was an addi- 
tional feature; the film being shown at 
the High School auditorium with an ac- 
companiment of music from the opera 
of that name. 


La Crosse. Miss Lilly Borresen talked 
on the subject of books to a meeting of 
the commercial students of the La Crosse 
Vocational School. She stressed the 
value of great fiction, which stimulates, 
fortifies and inspires, and touched upon 
the fields of history, science, art, and 
psychology, which have been made more 
readable through fiction. 

Attorney Andrew Lees has_ been 
elected a member of the library board to 
succeed the late John E. McConnell. 


Ladysmith. Drama Week was cele- 
brated at the library with displays of 
plays by great writers, plays recently 
written, and books on the drama and the 
theater. Books were borrowed from the 
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Traveling Library to supplement the 
local collection. 


Marinette. The children’s room of the 
Stephenson Public Library has been en- 
tirely redecorated, and a new floor laid, 
with cork carpet covering. For the past 
few months, the children’s collection has 
been housed in the reference room of the 
main library. 


Menasha. The library board recently 
adopted several laudatory resolutions in 
a testimonial to Henry Trilling, a mem- 
ber whose death was recorded with sin- 
cere grief. 

According to the librarian’s report 
for the year 1928, 84,279 books were 
loaned, an increase of 10,153 over last 
year; November proved to be the busiest 
month of the year, with a circulation of 
9,183 books. 5,611 persons hold borrow- 
er’s cards. 


Milwaukee. Charles Warner has been 
appointed a member of the library board 
to succeed J. R. Thorp, resigned. 

The new branch, at Thirty-fifth and 
Clybourn Streets is soon to be opened. 
$5,000 has been appropriated by the 
board for the remodeling of the new 
quarters. 

Because of the increasing interest in 
drama, the Public Library is building up 
a collection of plays for small groups 
that require no royalty for performance. 
A Drama Week display arranged by 
Miss Medway, head of the literature de- 
partment, attracted much _ attention. 
More than 250 books on the theater were 
exhibited, together with photographs of 
actors in current productions; photo- 
graphs of classical and various interna- 
tional theaters; and a collection of 
O’Neill’s plays. 


New London. Mayor E. W. Wend- 
landt, in the second of his monthly talks 
before members of the common council, 
gave the history of the New London Pub- 
lic Library, tracing it from the period of 
its organization in 1895. 

A request was made by the library 
staff that all children under high school 
age remain away from the library even- 
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ings. Accommodation for patrons in the 
reading rooms is limited, and students of 
high school age are necessarily given 
preference. 

A number of new art studies have 
been mounted and hung on the walls of 
the reading room, selections having 
been made in accordance with the 
course in picture study prescribed by 
the state superintendent of schools. 


Neenah. The librarian reports that 
the total circulation of books for 1928 
was 65,414. There are 15,473 books in 
the library, 12,112 of them being adult 
works, and 3,361 juvenile. The total 
number of borrowers for the year was 
3,343,—1,118 adult, and 2,225 children. 
New borrowers numbered 451. 

Considerable loss through defacement 
and theft of books has been sustained 
by the library. 


Neillsville. That 23,337 library books 
and magazines were read in Neillsville 
last year, enough to supply every man, 
woman and child with ten and one half 
books in the course of the year. at the 
cost of about $1.32 per individual, is 
shown by the annual report of the 
Neillsville Free Library. This is an 
increase of 3,685 books over last year. 

Of the 23,337 books and magazines 
loaned by the library, 4,028 were issued 
to residents outside of the city. The 
farmers of Clark County have the same 
privileges of borrowing books and re- 
questing library service as have the 
residents of Neillsville. 


Oconomowoc. The Oconomowoc Pub- 
lic Library completed on December 31, 
1928, the busiest year in its history. 
A circulation of 39,465 books and maga- 
zines shows an increase of 4,691 over 
the circulation of last year. There 
were 23,615 fiction books loaned in the 
adult department and 8,688 in the ju- 
venile. Non-fiction circulation was 4,190 
adult books and 1,377 juvenile. The 
circulation in the children’s department 
was 10,083 and in the adult department 
29,382. There were 1,584 magazines 
loaned and 204 pictures. During the 
year, 700 volumes were added to the li- 
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brary collection, 545 adult books, and 
155 juvenile. There are 11,883 volumes 
in the library; 2,422 borrowers. 

The library and museum have been 
the recipient of a large number of valu- 
able gifts, including three _ exhibit 
eases, the gift of Miss Marjorie Mont- 
gomery Ward. 


Oshkosh. Fifty or more children wit- 
nessed the presentation of a one-act 
play, “Friends in  Bookland,”’ in the 
children’s room of the Public Library. 

An absorbing display of books on 
“Some Notable Women” attracted much 
attention, most of the volumes being 
biographies by the individual, or by 
some intimate observer. 

“Travel by Book Routes” was the 
title of another attractive exhibit which 
included some excellent books on New 
Orleans, Florida, California, and the 
West Indies. 

Miss Elizabeth Lathrop, chief libra- 
rian, is directing a well-defined cam- 
paign against library vandalism to com- 
bat a growing tendency to mutilate and 
at least partially destroy books, maga- 
zines and other property at the library. 


Port Washington. During the year 
1928, 17,371 books and periodicals were 
loaned, 14,934 of them being fiction, and 
2,424 non-fiction. There is a_ total of 
4,228 volumes in the library, an_ in- 
crease of 302 over last year. Accord- 
ing to records, the library has 1,700 
borrowers. 


Racine. Miss Phoebe Booth, newly ap- 
pointed librarian for the West Racine 
branch, took up her duties on Monday. 
February 11. 

An exhibit of many volumes of the 
most interesting sea stories, including 
fiction and non-fiction, was popular. 

The library recently sponsored lec- 
tures by two prominent individuals, one 
of them being Count Felix von Luckner, 
the “Sea Devil” of World War fame, 
and the other, Dr. Lewis Browne, one 
of the younger American intellectuals, 
who spoke on “The Conquest of Fear.” 

A new feature—book evenings for 
grown-ups, paralleling the story hours 
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for children—has been instituted for the 
period during Lent. At each weekly 
meeting at the main library, a few 
books are reviewed and discussed by 
Mrs. Clyde Simpelaar. Such discus- 
sion groups provide an opportunity for 
acquaintance with the season’s_ note- 
worthy books. 


Reedsburg. Mr. and Mrs. A. S. Brooks 
make a gift to the library of $50. Gifts 
during the past year include many 
books, and various photographs of his- 
torical interest. A framed picture of 
Old Ironsides was given by the Cham- 
ber of Commerce. 


Rice Lake. Circulation for the past 
year totals 41,921 volumes, a gain of 
5,188 over 1927. 

Miss Aileen MacGeorge, librarian, 
gave a talk at a recent meeting of the 
Rotary Club on the career of William 
McKinley. 


Sheboygan. Approximately 200 par- 
ents and teachers attended a lecture on 
“Books for Young People” given at a 
meeting of the Parent-Teacher’s asso- 
ciation by Miss Frances Meyer, super- 
intendent of young people’s work at the 
Public Library. She explained some of 
the chief problems confronting  chil- 
dren’s librarians, citing in particular 
the tremendous demand for “mystery 
trash.” Thrilling biographies of such 
individuals as Col. Lindbergh were sug- 
gested as an antidote. Miss Meyer also 
spoke of the greater and greater at- 
tractiveness of children’s books, and es- 
pecially of the classics, which are now 
appearing in beautiful editions. 


Superior. 900 school children of the 
seventh, eighth and ninth grades, are 
receiving library instruction during 
morning periods of laboratory practice 
at the Public Library. After attend- 
ing lecture classes at the various 
schools, the children go to the library 
for actual practice periods, during 
which they answer questions planned to 
give practical experience in the use of 
the library. This is a departure from 
the former method of handling instruc- 
tion classes. 
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“The evolution of transportation” is 
the title of an exhibit which excited a 
great deal of comment among library 
users. “Men who made history” and 
“Books for the new year” were some of 
the other displays. 

The staff has been divided into two 
teams which alternate in the discussion 
at the weekly teas. Science for the 
general reader, biography, drama and 
translations from foreign languages are 
among the topics that have been used. 
It is intended that several teas shall be 
devoted to reports on books included in 
the Wisconsin Reading Circle. 


Tomah. The librarian reports that the 
circulation for the past year totals 
28,990, the largest in the history of the 
library. 


Washburn. Mrs. Mae M. Greenwood, 
librarian, announces that the library is 
now a member of the Literary Guild, 
and that the December and January 
selections of the Guild’s editorial board 
are available on the library’s “5 cents a 
week shelf.” 


Watertown. Colonel Lindbergh’s 
birthday was celebrated at the library 
with an interesting display of books, 
pictures, maps, and stamps, all pertain- 
ing to the accomplishments and _inci- 
dents which have made him famous. The 
exhibit also included recent books per- 
taining to aviation in general. 


West Allis. Of the new children’s 
room, which crowded conditions in the 
adult department made necessary, Miss 
Winnefred Bailey, the librarian writes: 
“We had a large cheery auditorium 
which has always been used for the 
woman’s club and other organizations. 
We were compelled to ask the clubs to 
meet elsewhere so that we might con- 
vert the auditorium into a children’s 
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room. We have shelves put all around 
the room, tables and chairs suitable 
for the children, bright display shelves 
and a bright table for special use, flow- 
ers in the windows and a new charging 
desk, back of which is a stage. The 
room is well lighted, so with the cheery 
books on the shelves and the happy 
children, our room is very attractive.” 
The circulation for children since the 
opening of the new room has been 115- 
220 per day. 


Weyauwega. The annual report of the 
librarian shows a circulation of 8,264 
books during 1928. Of this number, 
5,961 were fiction, adults having bor- 
rowed 4,063 and children, 1,898. The 
total number of fiction books loaned was 
2,303, of which adults borrowed 1,279, 
and children, 1,024. 


Book Lists 


Lists on special subjects 


Fond du Lac. Books on child training. 
Green Bay. Lenten books. 

Kenosha. Technical books. 

La Crosse. “Travel by book.” 

Racine. Aviation. 


Stoughton. Books in Norwegian; Elee- 

tricity. 

Lists with interesting comments or 

reviews. 
Antigo Oconomowoc 
Baraboo Port Washington 
Burlington Rice Lake 
Green Bay Superior 
Jefferson Waupaca 
Marshfield Waupun 
Author and title lists 

Amherst Hudson 
Appleton North Milwaukee he 
Clintonville Oshkosh 
De Pere Portage 
Hartford Reedsburg 


Watertown (with introductory note) 
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SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT BOOKS 
Edited by Mary Katharine Reely 


Philosophy and Religion 


Boorman, W. R. Developing personality 
in boys. 1929. 257p. Macmillan, 
$2.50. 136.7 


The author, a graduate of the University 
of Wisconsin, has been engaged in work 
with boys, in connection with the Y. M. C. 
A. and other organizations for a number of 
years and he writes from that experience. 
The book is subtitled, The social psychology 
of adolescents, and its wide appeal will be 
evident. 


Hollingsworth, Leta S. The psychology 
of the adolescent. 1928. 259p. Ap- 
pleton, $2.50. 136.7 

Although a textbook in appearance this 
is an unusually readable discussion from 
which both parents and teachers may profit. 

Author is associate professor of education 

in Teachers College. 

See Booklist 25:192 Feb. 29. 


Krumbine, Miles H. ed. American Luth- 
eran preaching. 1928. 301p. Harper, 
$2.50. 252 


A volume of sermons that will fit well 
into some Wisconsin communities. 


Low, Barbara. Psycho-analysis and edu- 
cation. 1928. 224p. Harcourt, $2.25. 
131 
The author’s book ‘“Psycho-analysis: a 
brief acount of the Freudian theory,” is one 
of the better general works on the subject. 
In this book she shows how Freud’s theories 
apply to some of our educational problems— 
with a warning, however, that teachers are 
not to be encouraged to become analysts. 


May, Herbert L. and Petgen, Dorothy. 
Leisure and its use. 1928. 268p. 
Barnes, $2. 179 

The results of a study of recreational ac- 
tivities abroad undertaken under the aus- 
pices of the Playground and Recreation As- 
sociation of America. Interesting informa- 
tion for leaders in this field, also pertinent 
observations on national characteristics for 
the general reader. 


Social Problems 


Bell, Bernard Iddings. Common sense in 
education. 1928. 321p. Morrow, 
$2.50. 370.1 


A book which will help some parents to 
clarify their views of modern educational 


theories. Treats of such subjects as, What 
is education, The periods in child develop- 
ment, The public school, The private school, 
What college?, Education in religion, Edu- 
eation for citizenship. 


Gerould, James T. comp. Selected arti- 
cles on the Pact of Paris. 1929. 287p. 
Wilson, $2.40. 341.6 or 172.4 

A selection of articles on the peace pact, 
edited by the Librarian of Princeton. Pre- 


sents arguments for and against the pact, 
with reprinted articles on both sides. 


Johnsen, Julia E. comp. Selected arti- 
cles on national defense. 1928. 469p. 
Wilson, $2.40. 355 


A new compilation supplanting earlier 
handbooks published under the same title. 


Lawrence, Joseph S. Stabilization of 
prices. 1928. 484p. Macmillan, $5. 
338.5 
The need for stabilization of standard 
prices and a critical review of all plans ad- 
vanced in recent years for bringing about 
stabilization. A scholarly treatise, of great- 
est interest to advanced students in this 
field. 


Shotwell, James T. War as an instru- 
ment of national policy and its renun- 
ciation in the Pact of Paris. 1929. 
3810p. Harcourt, $3.50. 341.6 or 172.4 

A scholarly study of the Peace Pact, by a 
professor of history at Columbia. Has in- 
troductory chapters on War in history, The 
new world of science, War in the new era. 


Warren, Charles. The making of the 
constitution. 1928. 832p. Little, $6. 
342.73 


“For the first time all the available ma- 
terial on how and why the various clauses 
of the Constitution were framed and the 
influences surrounding the men who framed 
them have been brought together in one 
volume.” (Booklist) 

See Booklist 25:195 Feb. 29. 


Work, Monroe N. A bibliography of the 
negro in Africa and America. 1928. 
698p. Wilson, $12. 326 or 016.326 

This monumental work is a splendid ex- 
ample of good bibliographic style as well as 

a contribution to its subject. Naturally for 


larger libraries where it will be available for 
students. : 
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Holidays 


Mildred P. and Thomas, 
Our holidays in 
Wilson, $2.25. 
394 
The volumes of holiday poetry compiled 
by the Carnegie Library School Association 
and printed separately have been combined 
in this volume. It makes a handsome book, 
well indexed for quick use. 


Harrington, 
Josephine H. comps. 
poetry. 1929. 480p. 


Science and Useful Arts 


Dorsey, George A. Hows and whys of 
human behavior. 1928. 298p. Harper, 
$3.50. 570 


Popular psychology applied to everyday 
life, with such chapter headings as Why 
are we born gamblers?, What should every 
mother know? How much of your brain do 


you use? Why should you control your 

emotions? 

Giudici, Davide. The tragedy of the 
Italia; with the rescuers to the red 
tent. 1929. 208p. illus. Appleton, 
$3. 629.17 


Written by an Italian newspaper man and 
presenting the Italian point of view entirely. 
With the interest in the whole subject of 
aviation so keen, the book will be in demand 
and as an account of the operations of the 
“Krassin,” the world’s largest ice breaker, 
it is of primary importance. 


Kirkpatrick, Ellis Lore. The farmer’s 
standard of living. 1929. 299p. Cen- 


tury, $2. 631.1 
A statistical study of more interest to 
students than to general readers. Presents 


fact material that will have a usefulness in 
the library and there is a readable final 
chapter on Satisfactions of farm life. 


Little, A. D. The handwriting on the 
wall. 1928. 287p. Little, $2.50. 

660.4 

Papers on the practical applications of 


chemistry, for the general reader. 
See Booklist 25:197 Feb. 29 


Tree crops, a perma- 
nent agriculture. 1929. 3338p. Har- 
court, $4. 630 

Some of the ideas put forward in this book 
are: the importance of trees in conserving 
soil and moisture, the value of tree crops as 
food, the wastefulness of growing cultivated 
crops on hill sides, and a proposal for an 
institute of mountain agriculture. The 


Smith, J. Russell. 
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main body of the book is devoted to the sec- 
ond theme—a discussion of productive tree 
crops. Fully illustrated. 


Fine Arts 
Dolman, John. The art of play produc- 
tion. 1928. 466p. illus. Harper, 
$2.75. 792 


A good book for amateurs who take play 
production seriously. Of especial interest to 
high school and college dramatic coaches. 

See Booklist 25:199 Feb. 20. 


Frymir, Alice W. Basket ball for women. 
1928. 260p. illus. Barnes, $2. 796.32 


A book on how to coach and how to play 
the game. Well illustrated with photo- 
graphs and diagrams. Volley ball for 
women, by Katharine W. Montgomery, and 
Field hockey analyzed, by Hazel L. Cubberly 
are other recent books issued by Barnes. 

See Booklist 25:61, 62, Nov. 28. 


MacKaye, Benton. The new exploration. 
1928. 235p. Harcourt, $3. 710 


A book on regional planning, applying to 
country areas the principles that have re- 
sulted in zoning laws for cities. The Col- 
orado River project is an example of re- 
gional planning on a large scale. Legisla- 
tion looking toward such planning for Wis- 
consin has been considered by the present 
legislature, so the theories of the book have 
some local significance, although it deals 
specifically with the Appalachian region. 


Whitehead, W. C. Whitehead’s duplicate 
auction bridge, including duplicate 
contract bridge. 1928. 145p. illus. 
Stokes, $2. 795 

“Describes the three popular systems—the 

Mitchell, the Howell, and the Cook systems 


of play.” 
See Booklist 25:200 Feb. 29. 


Literature 


Bullett, Gerald. Dreaming. 1929. 88p. 


Harper, $2. 824 

A group of eight esays, whimsical and 
pleasantly pedestrian on the physiological 
state known as dreaming. The dual per- 
sonality of the dreamer, the literary signi- 
ficance of the dream are discussed and 
dream interpretation lightly touched upon. 


Harrison, G. B. England in Shake- 
speare’s day. 1928. 239p. Harcourt, 
$2. 820.8 or 914.2 


The series of which this is one consists of 
quotations from the works of contemporary 
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writers so arranged as to bring out charac- 
teristic qualities of the life of the period 
covered. Probably most useful as supple- 
mentary material for the classroom. Other 
volumes are, England from Chaucer to Cax- 
ton, England in Johnson’s day, and England 
from Wordsworth to Dickens. 


Nock, Albert Jay. On doing the right 
thing, and other essays. 1928. 249p. 
Harper, $2.50. 827 


Delicious essays on subjects such as, The 
decline of converation; on doing the right 
thing; A study in manners; To youngsters 
of easy means, etc. Most of the essays were 
printed in Harper’s magazine, and The 
American Mercury. 


Priestley, J. B. Too many people, and 
.Other reflections. 1928. 224p. Har- 
per, $2.50. 824 

American travelers who have been in Eng- 
land will find much to enjoy in this book of 
essays. 

See Booklist 25:203 Feb. 29. 


Pillow-book; tr. by Ar- 
thur Waley. 1929. 162p. Houghton, 
$2.50. 895 or 915.2 

Readers of Murasaki’s “The tale of Genji” 
will enjoy the brilliant, sophisticated jottings 
of the perceptive Sei Shonagon in her diary 

of court life in old Japan. Not, however, a 

necessary purchase. 


Sei Shonagon. 


Poetry 


Austin, Mary. 
far west. 


The children sing in the 
1928. 188p. Houghton, $2. 
811 or 821 


Although written for children, especially 
those who live in the west, these poems will 
appeal to many older readers, east as well 
as west. 

Whisper of the wind along the sage, 

Only wait till I can get the word— 

Never was it printed in a page, 

Never was it spoken, never heard. 

Once I thought I had it when the moon 

Stood up young and white behind the 

grass, 

Ah, but it was gone again so soon, 

On the scented hill I heard it pass— 

Whisper of the wind along the sage— 

That was it where once the _ lupine 

stirred— 

At the moth-hour once I heard it plain, 

Once. But I forget the very word. 


Simpson, William H. Along old trails. 
1929. 89p. Houghton, $2. 811 or 821 


Poems that will appeal strongly to any 
one who knows the southwest. 
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Yucca is yellowing; 

Hello, yellow— 

Cactus is crimsoning ; 

Glow, glow, red fellow! 

And in the mesquite bush is seen 

A splash of green— 

As when sunset colors spill 

Their beauty down an evening hill. 


No one rides the trail today— 
Who cares, if strange or lonely? 
No one goes the desert way— 
It is for beauty only. 


Drama 


Fitzburgh, Carroll. Mon Ami Pierrot 
and other plays. 1928. 255p. Hough- 
ton, $2. 808.2 


Entertaining reading plays. 
See Booklist 25:153 Jan. 29. 


Moses, Montrose J. British plays from 
the Restoration to 1820. 1928. 2v. 
$12.50. 822.08 


Two well edited and attractively printed 
volumes representing various dramatic types 
during the century and a half covered. 
With the historical introductions for each 
play, the bibliographies, and the many illus- 
trations, a valuable work for college and for 
large public libraries. The first volume pre- 
sents the typical restoration comedies of 
Dryden, Wycherley, Congreve and others; 
the second volume, the text of The beggar’s 
opera and plays by Goldsmith, Garrick, 
Sheridan and others. 


Nicoll, Allardyce. ed. Readings from 
British drama. n.d. 446p. Crowell, 
$3.50. 822.08 
These selections are not complete, hence 


the book is of interest only to students who 
want samples of various styles of dramatic 
writing. Covers the period from the mys- 
tery plays to the present. 


Robinson, Donald F. ed. The Harvard 
dramatic club miracle plays. 1928. 
247p. French, $3. 808.2 

Ten medieval plays adapted or translated 
from various European sources. Six of the 
ten have been produced by the Harvard dra- 
matic club and there are notes on staging. 

Since this material is especially suited for 

Christmas programs, these adapted versions 

will be welcomed. 


Rubenstein, H. F. ed. Great English 
plays. 1928. 1136p. Harper, $3.50. 
822.08 


Twenty-three selections from the mystery 
plays to Oscar Wilde. Printed on thin pa- 
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per with small but clear type and narrow 
margins. Not an attractive reading volume 
but in its inclusions gives full value for the 
price. 


Ryerson, Florence, and Clements, Colin 
C. All on a summer’s day. 1928. 
1238p. French, $1.50. 808.2 


These plays are short, require few charac- 
ters and could be used as fillers on pro- 
grams. 


Plays for Amateurs 


The following titles represent a gleaning 
from a large number of one-act plays read 
carefully. They will be found interesting 
for reading or for production by amateur 
groups. All carry royalty. 


Appleton’s Short Plays. 50c each. 
A good provider, by Elaine S. Carrington 
Shame the devil, by Kenyon Nicholson 


Samuel French 

The fourteenth guest, a comedy of super- 
stition, by Clyde Barrett. 30c. 

Pink and patches, by Margaret Bland. 
50c. Southern’ dialect, suitable for 
young people. 

Joe, a Hudson valley play in one act, by 

Jane Dransfield. 35c. 
Tragic play of a mother’s devotion to a 
defective child and her resistance to in- 
stitutional care. Might be of interest 
to women’s clubs. 

It isn’t done, by Carl Glick, 35c. 

Sun-cold, by Carl Glick, 35c. 

Outclassed, by Carl Glick, 35c. 

Two clever comedies and a more serious 


play. “Outclassed”’ involves two boys 
and their make-believe. Witty stage 
directions. 


Hero worship, by Frances Hargis, 50c. 
A prize winning play in the National 
Little Theatre tournament. 

The breaking of the calm, by Dan Toth- 
eroh, 35c. 

Out of the night, by John Smith, 30c. 
A New York rural life play. 

The master salesman, by William H. Up- 
son. 30c. 
A slight sketch with two good parts 
that older boys would enjoy playing. 
The boy on the meadow, a Christmas play 
in one act, by Ethel Van der Veer, 35c. 
Based on an old German legend. 
Charming either to read or to act at 
Christmas time. 

Shipping mother east, by Ethel Van der 
Veer, 35c. 
A play for mother’s day. Good for 
reading by clubs. 

Too busy, by Bertha E. Wallace, 30c. 
A New York rural life play, for all 
women characters. 
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Biography 


Adams, John Quincy. The diary of John 
Quincy Adams; ed. by Allan Nevins. 
1928. 585p. Longmans, $5. 921 

Abridged from the twelve volumes pub- 

lished in 1880. “A readable as well as a 

valuable source book of American history.” 

(Booklist) 

See Booklist 25:160 Jan. 29. 


Burdett, Osbert. The Brownings. 1928. 
345p. Houghton, $4. 921 
Tells the story of these two kindred souls, 
their elopement and married life. More of 
the book is devoted to Elizabeth than to 
Robert, the account of her home life before 
her marriage reading like a Bronte novel. 
Has enought of literary criticism to make it 
a valuable addition to literature as well as 
a good biography. 


Dark, Sidney. Five deans. 1928. 255p. 
Harcourt, $2.50. 920 
Studies of John Colet, John Donne, Jona- 
than Swift, Arthur Penrhyn Stanley, and 
William R. Inge. Of interest especially to 
churchmen, since it is from this point of 
view that the five, even the two distin- 
guished men of letters, Donne and Swift, 
are primarily considered. 
Flower, Walter Newman. Franz Schu- 
bert, the man and his circle. 1928. 
369p. illus. Stokes, $5. 921 
A biography with new material relating 
to Schubert’s personal life. 
See Booklist 25:161 Jan. 29. 


Hill, Frederick T. Lincoln, emancipator 
of the nation. 1928. 284p. illus. 
Appleton, $3. 921 

A popular biography stressing Lincoln’s 


attitude toward slavery. 
See Booklist 25:210 Feb. 29. 


History and Travel 


Benson, Stella. Worlds within worlds. 
1929. 308p. Harper, $3. 910 
Slight sketches of travel that manage 
occasionally to be charming. _Cheifly of the 
Orient with impressions of America inter- 
spersed. 


Branch, E. D. Hunting of the buffalo. 
1929. 240p. illus. Appleton, $3. 

978 

The carefully documented history of the 

American buffalo, covering the tragedy 

from their original reign on the western 
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Plains through their pursuit by Indian, 
fur-trader, sportsman, and railroad build- 
er, and closing with an account of their 
narrow escape from total extinction. Es- 
pecial attention has been given to racy 
tales of thrilling hunts, and to the wan- 
ton and ignominious slaughter of the buf- 
falo for mere _ sport. Incidentally the 
author gives a graphic picture of the old 
west. 


Fay, Sidney B. The origins of the world 


war. 1928. 2v. illus. Macmillan, 
$9. 940.31 
In two volumes, Before Sarajevo: Under- 
lying causes of the war, and After Sara- 


jJevo: Immediate causes of the war. 
Comes to the conclusion that responsibility 
for the war is divided, that Germany was 
not solely guilty, and that the Versailles 
treaty should be revised. The author is 
professor of modern European history in 
Smith College and this work has been re- 
ceived by critics as fair and historically 
sound. 
See Booklist 25:157 Jan. 29. 


Gordon, Jan and Cora. 
wheels. 1928. 336p. 
$3.50. 917.3 


The authors, English artists who have 
written and illustrated several other delight- 
ful travel books, bought a 1920 model sedan 
and set out to see a slice of America. The 
car, christened the Happy Hearse, took them 
thru Eastern North America from Maine to 
Savannah, by way of Pennsylvania and 
Kentucky, and back by way of the Caro- 
linas. The end maps are unique, showing 
the salient points of the trip, not geo- 
graphically but socially. A book that will 
be read in any library. 


On wandering 
illus. Dodd, 


Hutton, Edward. A glimpse of Greece. 
1928. 324p. illus. Macmillan, $6. 
913.38 
Will give a rare pleasure to the reader 
who knows classical mythology and his- 
tory, but rather difficult for general pa- 
trons. Suitable for larger libraries. 


Mowrer, Edgar A. This American world. 
1928. 276p. Sears, $2. 917.3 
A criticism of American civiization from 
within. A book to read with America 
comes of age, and Whither mankind. 
See Booklist 25:66 Nov. 28. 


Seabrook, W. B. The magic island. 1929. 
3836p. illus. Harcourt, $3.50. 917.294 


A fascinating study of the primitive su- 
perstitions of the natives of Haiti. Fantas- 
tioally illustrated. 
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Spender, J. A. Through English eyes. 
1928. 3824p. Stokes, $2.50. 917.3 


America seen through the eyes of an Eng- 
lish newspaper editor. A sane, dignified and 
fairminded appraisal. The chapter on uni- 
versities and colleges is reassuring; the 
whole section on Life and institutions is 
thought-provoking, and the discussion of 
American policy and British-American re- 
lations is most timely. 


Van Every, Dale. The A. E. F. in battle. 
1928. 3885p. Appleton, $3. 940.4 


“A competent history of American army 
operations, based upon personal observa- 
tion backed by war department docu- 
ments.” (Booklist) 

See Booklist 25:66 Nov. 28. 


Fiction 
Benson, Theodora. 
Harper, $2.50. 


A novel of rare quality. The story of 
two gay and charming, witty and intelligent 
English sisters, their mutual devotion, their 
amused outlook on the fashionable world of 
which they are a part, their love affairs. 
Delightfully refreshing. 


Salad days. 287p. 


Bottome, Phyllis. Strange fruit. 
315p. Houghton, $2.50. 


Short stories “distinguished by competence 
and a certain sentimental irony.’’ Will ap- 
peal to readers of Katherine Mansfield and 
others of the modern English school. 


1928. 


Bradford, Roark. This side of Jordan. 
1929. 255p. Harper, $2.50. 


Readers who liked Peterkin’s Black April 
will enjoy this vivid portrayal of plantation 
life, with its savagery and superstititon, its 
loyalties and defiances. Didge and young 
Jack are vigorously real, and the tragedy of 
civilization is strikingly painted through its 
influence upon them. Not needed in smaller 
libraries. 

Brearly, Mary. A good marriage. 1928. 
292p. Century, $2. 


Quiet and well written English story, of a 
woman who makes a sensible marriage with 
the son of a neighbor, devotes herself to her 
children and tries, without success, to forget 
the reckless, ne’er-do-well lover of her 
youth. 


Cary, Lucien. The Duke steps out. 1929. 
288p. Doubleday, $2. 

A light and clever romance in which Duke 

Wellington, light-weight champion, falls in 

love with a pretty eo-ed, bribes his way into 
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college, meets the object of his pursuit and 
solves a good many obstacles to the winning 
of her hand. The charming co-ed proves to 
be a member of a wealthy and aristocratic 
family and the Duke finds his profession a 
considerable draw-back, but all ends happily 
after the championship fight. Appeared 
serially in the Saturday Evening Post. 


Collins, Dale. Vanity under the sun. 
1928. 3381p. Little, $2. 

Loss of memory following the shock of the 
Yokohama earthquake sends the hero of this 
story off on a curious train of adventures. 
The psychology of the tale is somewhat com- 
plicated and not altogether consistent, but 
as a story it is sufficiently readable. 


Chesnutt, C. W. Conjure woman. new 


ed. 1929. 229p. Houghton, $2. 


The conjure woman is the central figure 
in a series of folk-tales related with spirit 
by Uncle Julius, an old plantation negro of 
the days of slavery. A reprinting, with a 
foreword by J. E. Spingarn, of this classic 
of negro literature interesting to read in con- 
nection with some of the recent novels of 
negro life. 


Cohen, Octavus Roy. The valley of 
Olympus. 1928. 298p. Appleton, $2. 


A diverting tale of the movie world built 
about the rivalry of two producing firms 
over the leading lady, a Swedish actress 
who makes a marriage of convenience to 
elude the immigration laws and the compli- 
cations that result therefrom. 


Connington, J. J. Mystery at Lynden 
Sands. 1928. 306p. Little, $2. 


A double murder mystery, complicated by 
imposture and embezzlement, solved in the 
approved manner by the incredibly clever 
Sir Clinton. 


Connolly, Myles. Mr. Blue. 
Macmillan, $1.50. 


“Myles Connolly has put us all in his debt 
by writing Mr. Blue, which has the sharp 
actualities of a genuine biography,’ says 
the Catholic World. The spiritual signifi- 
cance of the unique personality described 
will appeal to many readers. 


Edmonds, Walter D. Rome haul. 
Little, $2.50. 


The Erie canal in the days when it was 
the important artery of travel is the scene 
of this novel. Dan, a slow-witted farm boy, 
comes first as a driver on the canal, but 
later acquires a boat of his own and exper- 
iences to the full the rich and varied life. A 
distinct contribution to novels of local color. 


1928. 152p. 


1929. 
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Fauset, Jessie R. Plum bun; a novel 
without a moral. 1929. 382p. Stokes, 
$2.50. 

Angéle Mory finds the fact of colored 
blood an enormous handicap in the business 
of living, passes successfully as_ white, 
comes within a hair’s breadth of her ideal 
only to relinquish everything for a quixo- 
tic acknowledgement of her race. The 
plot will interest, and is feelingly told, 
though there are no sharply-drawn conclu- 
sions. 


Ford, Ford Madox. A little less than 
gods. 1928. 3861p. Viking, $2.50. 
Historical novel of the Napoleonic era with 


Marshall Ney as the central figure. 
See Booklist 25:218 Feb ’29. 


a chronicle 
Morrow, 


Fuller, Margaret. Her son: 
of youth. 1929. 310p. 
$2.50. 

Laura Wolcott, a strong and _ spirited 
woman, molds her son’s character with the 
wisdom and asperity of a Spartan. The 
story of her struggles as a young wife han- 
dicapped by an _ ineffective husband, but 
fortified with an immense ambition for lit- 
tle Stephen, makes fascinating reading. A 
book which all mothers will enjoy. 


Graham, Dorothy. The China venture. 
1929. 3828p. Stokes, $2.50. 


An interesting story of three generations 
of Americans in China and the change in 
the viewpoint of each. Runs from the 
opium war to the present. Pictures China 
from an American merchant’s viewpoint 
rather than from the romanticist’s. Could 
be suggested to readers who have enjoyed 
Miln. 

Hamilton, Cicely. Lest ye die. 1928. 
281p. Scribner, $2. 

A vividly imagined story of the complete 
destruction of our modern civilization thru 
a devastating war of gas bombs and poison 
fire and, of the ensuing relapse into bar- 
barism and the beginnings of a new society. 
A society in which all science is banned as 
“devil’s knowledge” and in which our pres- 
ent world quickly becomes such a legend as 
Eden or the lost Atlantis. 


Larminie, M. R. Galatea. 
Houghton, $2.50. 


A beautifully written novel in which 
prosaic Emmeline Wynter suddenly comes 
into a fortune, is transformed, visits Swit- 
zerland and finds her whole life altered and 
colored by the tragic lives of Barbara and 
Hilary Jason. Well worth reading. 


1928. 384p. 
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Noble, Edward. Pulse of darkness. 
287p. Houghton, $2.50. 


An adventure story taking place on 
board the Kow-Loon in Eastern waters, 
with volcanic eruptions, a mad captain, an 
octopus, mental telepathy, and a past mur- 
der mystery supplying interest and action. 
The author has succeeded in conveying a 
fair sense of reality and the sea descrip- 
tions are excellent. 


n.d. 


Oppenheim, E. P. Treasure house of 
Martin Hews. 1929. 3872p. Little, $2. 
A complicated mystery in which Major 
Owston, soldier of fortune, sees strange 
service in the employ of an art-loving fiend 
in warfare with Joseph, man of mystery 
and adept at disguise. 


Richardson, Norval. Dream boat. 1929. 


323p. Little, $2. 

Upon his father’s death Francis Bruce 
finds himself heir to a mysterious yacht, 
“Mon Réve d’Amour”, and his search for 
the romantic boat brings him adventure, 
love, and a solution of the mystery of his 
father’s life. Good light fiction. 


Sanborn, Pitts. The prima donna. 1929. 


2v. Longmans, $5. 


Through two lengthy volumes we follow 
the rise of a middle western girl to the 
heights of an operatic career. The long 
study and preparation, the experiences on 
the stage and off, are minutely described. 
Important to larger libraries as a novel of 
opera. Written by a man who is a musical 
critic. 

1928, 


Sims, Alain. Phoinix. 


Little, $2.50. 


An unusual novel of ancient Greece in 
which the religious beliefs of the time are 
closely integrated with the story, and cen- 
taurs and gods, even as human beings, 
come and go on the scene quite simply and 
naturally. Phoinix, whose story it is, tells 
of his youthful relationship with Peleus, 
who later puts his son Achilles in Phoinix’s 
charge. The story embraces both the Ar- 
gosy and the Trojan war and is written in 
easy modern style. 


3843p. 


Van Dine, S. S. The Bishop murder 
case. 1929. 349p. Scribner, $2. 


A fair mystery tale by an author who is 
the rage of the moment. 


Wast, Hugo. Peach blossom. 1929. 
3800p. Longmans, $2. 


‘Rina, an innocent country girl, is seduced 
by a rich dandy, flees to the city where her 
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child is born, faces poverty and vice and 
finally returns to her father’s home, bring- 
ing with her disaster and bloodshed. The 
high melodrama of the plot is only just 
balanced by the simplicity of style, and 
the excellent descriptions of South Ameri- 
can surroundings. By the author of 
Black Valley and Stone Desert. 


Williams, Jesse Lynch. They still fall 

in love. 1929. 374p. Scribner, $2.50. 

She was tall and thought love was “the 
biological urge with a little smear of sen- 
timentality over it.” He was small, and 
imagined that heaven was a scientific ex- 
pedition to the Gobi desert. Both revised 
their views, and after many narrow es- 
eapes from marriage, finally succumbed to 
the Divine Plan. Published serially in the 
Saturday Evening Post. 


Children’s Books 
For younger children 


Baltzell, Maude Day. 101 games for 
boys and girls. 1928. 290p. Nelson, 
$1.50. 793 

A book of outdoor and indoor games for 
the younger children, including both old 
favorites and new suggestions. Directions 
are very explicit. 


Howard, Alice W. Sokar and the croco- 
dile. 1928. 58p. illus. Macmillan, 
$2. 

A fairy story of Egypt, with admirable 
illustrations. By a member of the staff of 


the Cleveland museum of art. 
See Booklist 25:170 Jan. 29. 


Harper, Wilhelmina, ed. More story- 
hour favorites. 1928. 295p. Cen- 
tury, $2. 398 

Stories by representative children’s auth- 


ors have been selected for this second col- 
lection, to follow Story hour favorites. 
Suitable for various ages. 


Lindsay, Maud. The choosing book. 
1928. 177p. illus. Lothrop, $1.50. 
Stories that children of six to nine will 


enjoy. Attractively made up. 
See Booklist 25:128 Dec. 28. 


Woods, Marjorie. Why we celebrate. 
1927. 182p. French, $1.50. 

812.8 or 822.8 

Plays for New Year’s, Washington’s 


birthday, April Fool’s, May Day, Mid-sum- 
mer, Hallowe’en, and Christmas. All seem 
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well adapted for presentation by children 
and young people. 


Interesting Information 
Barbour, Ralph Henry. The boy’s book 
of dogs. 1928. 2388p. illus. Dodd, 
$2. 636.7 


Discusses the ancestry of the dog, fa- 
mous dogs, and breeds, with many practi- 
cal suggestions on care and training. 


Chalmers, Barry. The Boy Scout and his 
law. 1928. 174p. illus. Macmillan, 
$1.25. 369.43 


Informal talks on the virtues which un- 
derlie the scout law. 
See Booklist 25:215 Feb. ’29. 


Fraser, Chelsea. Heroes of the air. 
ed. 1928. 550p. Crowell, $2. 
629.13 or 920 


(comprising some- 


rev. 


Three new chapters 
thing over a hundred pages) have been 
added; they cover, Three flights from 
America to Europe in one year (1927), The 
first successful flight to Hawaii, and Some 
recent flights. 


Rossell, Leonard. Tracks and _ trails. 
1928. 1838p. illus. Macmillan (for 
Boy Scouts of America), $1.25. 591.5 


Nature sketches in the form of experi- 
ences of two Boy Scouts. Splendidly illus- 
trated with drawings and photographs, with 
supplementary chapters on How to photo- 
graph animals and birds, and Hints on 
making track casts. A good addition to 
Boy Scout material. 


Stories 


Barton, William E. When Boston braved 
the king. 1928. 314p. Wilde, $1. 


A story with the historical background 
of the period just preceeding the Revolution. 
The author stresses the part played by 
young people in crystalizing sentiment. 


Connor, Sabra. On Sweetwater trail. 
1928. 326p. Reilly and Lee, $1.50. 


A story of scouting with Kit Carson that 
can be recommended for older boys. 


Ferris, Helen, comp. Adventure waits. 

1928. 309p. Harcourt, 

A book of adventure stcries which the 
compiler thinks girls will like. Konrad 
Bercovici, Conan Doyle, Joseph Conrad, 
Zona Gale, Charles Finger, Hamlin Garland 
and Samuel Scoville, Jr., are among the 
authors. Not to be taken as stories about 
girls. Attractive introductory notes. A 
good book for the Intermediate shelf. 
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Henkle, Thomas C. Bugle, a dog of the 
Rockies. 1929. 239p. Morrow, $1.75. 


A dog story, that is also the story of a 
grizzly, with both animals somewhat ideal- 
ized and romanticized. 


Lamprey, Louise. The treasure valley. 
1928. 3837p. illus. Morrow, $2.50. 
“A romantic and adventurous tale of the 
third crusade For children over 

twelve.” (Booklist) 
See Booklist 25:217 Feb. 29. 


Prairie stories, retold from St. Nicholas. 
1928. 207p. illus. Century, $1.25. 
Aventure stories of interest to boys pre- 
dominate in this collection of tales of open 
country. 
Editions 
Alcott, Louisa M. Under the lilacs. 
1928. 284p. Little, $2. 


Under the lilacs, and Jack and Jill are 
late additions to the Beacon Hill Book- 
shelf. 


Carryl, Charles E. Davy and the goblin. 
1928. 201p. Houghton, $2. 
A story that has gone thru many editions 
since its publication in 1884 is now issued 
in the Riverside Bookshelf. 


Dickens, Charles. Boots of the Hollytree 
inn. 1928. 44p. Harper, $1.50. 
Charming edition of a single story from 
Christmas stories. Expensive to buy in this 
form, but attractive. 
See Booklist 25:169 Jan. 29. 


The legend of 
illus. McKay, 


Washington. 
102p. 


Irving, 
Sleepy Hollow. 


$2.50. 

Any book with Rackham illustrations at- 
tracts attention and these pictures, while 
less imaginative than those contributed to 
a previous edition of Rip Van Winkle, offer 
a pleasing, if quite English, interpretation 
of a familiar American tale. 

See Booklist 25:174 Mr. 29. 


Kneeland, Clarissa A. Smuggler’s island. 
1928. 355p. Houghton, $2. 
Published first in 1915, this good adven- 


ture story for girls is now issued in the 
Riverside Bookshelf. Listed in the Bulle- 
tin of January, 1916. 


Marryat, Frederick. Masterman ready. 
1928. 4038p. Harper, $2. 

Issued in the series known as the Louis 
Rhead classics, with pictures by John Rae 
and Frank E. Schoonover. One of the 
classic sea tales. 








